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"What is the constituted text? It is but a modest attempt to present

a version of the epic as old as the extant manuscript material will
permit us to reach with some semblance of confidence. It is in all
probability not the best text of the Great Epic, possible or existing, nor
necessarily even a good one. It only claims to be the most ancient one
according to the direct line of transmission, purer than the others in so
far it is free from obvious errors of copying and spurious additions".
"Who and what is to prevent him (Reader of the Critical Edition) from
constituting his own text from this critical edition?"
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